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"In order that Lepdony may be déalt with successfully on a comprehensive 
Scale, and before any largo proportion of early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination ., there must be a change in the attitude of, the public’to - 
Any scheme for the control of leprosy will depend for 
its success on an educated public opinion,” 
Recommendation of World Conference on Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, 1938, 


ward the disease. 


FACTS. THAT YOU. SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN'S DISEASE 


‘Tho transmission of Honsen's Digeasé being 
still unsolved, the medical world classes 


_ it as "feobly communicable," 


The Leprosarium at Carville was founded 
forty-eight years ago, To date, not a sin- 


gle member of the personnel has contracted 


the discase, nor has a case developed in 


Doctors and nurses take very simple pre - 


cautions, not comparable with those thoy 
would take: in dealing’ with diphtheria, 


typhoid and other diseases. 


Visitors are admitted nor ‘are 
required to. taka any special precautions. , 
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i 
OUR COVER 


The cover this month depicts our 
Recreation Hall. It recalls tc mind that 
cne year ago, August 4, 1941 was’ the ' 
date of its formal opening. 

Governor Sam Jones was the honos 
fuest of the evening along with other 
high renking dignitaries. 

& broadcast, reprocuced by electrical | 
trenscription, was made that nicht with | 


| 


Governcr Jones and Dr. F.a.Jcohunsen, 
acting Medical Officer in Chere, 
the speakers. 
DR. EVANS TR..NSFERRED 


as 


We chronicle here the transfer of Dr. 
Florence Evans, Bacteriologist, to duty 
at the National Institute of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland, as of august 3. 
' Dr. Evans has been on duty here for 
Six years or so, and she has the cood i 
wishes of everyone for congenial and | 
happy surrouncings in her new field of 
endeavor. 
eco 
VETERAN EMPLOYEE ENLISTS 


Percy Camtre, who has teen employed 
in the Pharmacy and Lab: ratory Depart- 
ments of this hospital for ll years, 
has volunteered for service in the United: 
States Army. He is now stationed at 
Cam> Beauregard, Louisiana. In a note 
to the patients he writes: “I have been 
classified Medical Technician’ and cxpect 
to be in the Medical Corps when I con- 
plete my basic training." 

Percy was Well liked by all the pa- 
tients because of his renial disposition, 
We will miss him and wish him lots of 
luck in the amy. 

DaNCES 


The Patients' Federation has announced j 
that the Public Address system will be | 
connected every Friday evening from 7:00 
~until 10:00 P.M. in the pavilion under 
the Oaks for the benefit of the patients 
vho would like to dance or listen to the 
rusic. 

» This outdoor pavilion has recently 
been enlarged and screened to make danc- 
ing more enjoyable, 

Voce 


attended 
; American Legion, 
; first visit to this hospital and he 


WAR STAMPS 


A soldicr named Patrick O'Hare 

Said “Here's an investment that’s rare- 

These War Bonds mean taps 

For Nazis and Japs, 

Yet--ask for your dough, and it's 
there 


It's cverybody's war--so be a regular 
enlist one dcllar out of every ten you 
earn} War Bonds and Stamps speed up 


Victory! 


U.S.Treasury Department 


The patients purchased $158,00 in Was 
Stamps in the July drive. This does not 
account for stamps purchased through 
other channels. Some of us buy bonds 


- each nonth through our own banks or 
. direct from the Treasury Department in 
Washington. 


We can't, for this reason, 
dcternine the exact anount invested by 
patients each month in freedon, 

Let us increase our purchases in the 
August drive to the last dime, quarter 


. or dollar we can syare. 


NATIONAL OFFICIAL OF AMERICAN LEGION 
VISITS CARVILLE 


Mr. T.0.Kraabel, National Rehabilita- 
tion Director of the American Legion, 
Washington, D.C. s»vent several hours 
‘ visiting with local Legionnaires on 


, Monday, July 20. 


Mr. Kraabel was 
brought to Carville by Assistant State 
Service Commissioner F.Charles Deck. Mr. 


| Kraabel and Mr, Deck were returning to 


New Orleans from Monroe where they had 
the gtate Convention of the 
This was Mr. Kraatel's 


evidenced much interest. 

The Rehabilitation Chief brought greet- 
ings from cur great friend Watson B. 
Miller who formerly held the position 
now occupied by Mr. Kraabel, but who is 
now Assistant Administrator of the Fed- 
eral Security Agency and for years this 
hospital has been a favorite project of 
Mr. Miller'e endthe warmth of his per- 
sonal interest in the patients of this 
institution has never wavered, It is 
interesting to note that Mr. Miller's 
present -assicmient is the agency under 
which the Public Health Service operates. 
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WHAT THE PATIENT SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
HANSZIN'S DISEASE 
by Dr. G.H.Faget, 
Medical Officer in Charge 


This is the first of a series of ar- 
ticles written essecially for the pa - 
tients to be published in monthly in- 
Stallments in The Star. 


l- Introduction 


Leprosy is one of the least understood 
and most feared diseases of mankind. For 
this reason, persons afflicted with 
leprosy are often mistreated by their 
fellow men. They are rightly resentful 
of this maltreatment, but, since they 
are generally ignorent about the disease 
themselves, they are k-lpless to do any- 
thing about it. The purpose of these 
little articles, which are written es- 
pecially for the patients with Hansen's 
Disease, is to make it a little easier 
for them to understand the disease. / It 
is also hoped that these articles will 
help them adjust their lives better to 
the disease. Understanding the disease, 
they should be able to fight it more in- 
telligently; this from now on must be 
the biggest problem of their lives. 

The patient must not expect to learn 
all about Hansen's Disease in a short 
while; there are some things about it 
which even a physician who has made a 
special study of it does not understand, 

. But the more the patient knows about his 
condition, the better will be his chance 
of regaining his health. This is true 
of other chronic diseases, too, such as 
tuberculosis and diabetes. In the case 

’ of such diseases, the patient must real- 
ize thet he has to rely upon his own 
resources during many hours of the day 
and night since his doctor cannot be at 
his side at all times and at best can 
act only as his guide. The greatest 
cooperation of the patcint with his 
physician is most conducive to a happy 
outcome. \ For, regardless of the excel-— 

lenecy of the leprosarium in which he 
lives and the skill and ability of the 
physicians and nurses who ettend hin, if 
he does not conscientiously follow medi- 
cal advice and avoid conduct detrimental 
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fect that he has Hansen's Disease and 


ace to public health. 
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when a patient is first informed of the 


that for the good of his follow men he 
must be separated from his fimily and 
friends, From a misconception of the 
disease, which dates bick to ancient 


_ times, his mind will probably picture 


horrible things which are about to 
happen to him.) Upon his admission to 
the leprosarium he tay be greatly de- 
pressed and his feeling may even be 
that of approaching doom, Not only is 
he worried about his family but he is 
discouraged about himself. He does not 
understand why he should have been 
chosen for this great affliction. Con- 
sequently, he will be slow to ecdjust 
himself to his new surroundings and to 
recover his mental eouilibriun. It is 
then that other patients can do the 
nost ‘good for the new arrival by cheer- 
ing him up. Unfortu nately, xuny pa- 
tients seem to enjoy initiating the new- 
coner to the leprosarium with gloomy 
end exaggerated tales of the evils of 
Hansen's Disease. This is very depress- 
ing to the new patient and may lead him 
into the depths of mental despair and 
desolation. 

The main reason for this gloony out- 
look on life on the vart of the new pa- 
tient is that he has been taught to 
look upon Hansen's Disease as a most 
horrible human effliction. 
Hansen's Disease has been regarded as a 
hopeless disease. The fact is that it 
is a disease of many stages, in only the 
most advenced of which medical science 
is almost helpless, and even in this 
stage the disease may occasionally be 
arrested, sc that a patient is never 
forsaken as beyond recovery. On the 
other hand, if the diagnosis of Hunsen's 
Diseese is made fairly early and the 
patient comes without delay for institu- 
tional care, there is every good reason 
to believe that the results will be fav- 
orable.’ Many patients have made a suc- 
cessfull fight against the discase in © 
the National Leprosarium at Cerville, 
Louisiana. You can do likewise. _ Year 
after year more and more patients are 
being discharged from this institution 
as “arrested cases" and no longer a men- 
These little ar- 
ticles are written in the hope that they 


to his physical condition, he is obstruct- may help you becore one nore of then. 
‘ing his progress towards improvement. 
It is certainly a tremendous shock 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Dr. Faget (Continued from page 2) 


After the diagnosis of Hansen's Dis- 
ease is made and the patient is sent to 


the leprosarium, he must start a new life. 


For best results, he must learn to avoid 
those things which will set him back and 
allow the disease to progress unfavorably 
and to do those ‘things which will assist 
him along the read to recovery. Some un- 
derstanding of the disease is necessary 
to entourage him in.faithfully following 
the medical advice given him. From now 
on, he must. have one prime purpose in 
life, that of regaining his health; 
everything else must be secondary. 

Make proper use of the long time the 
disease affords you. Decide to make the 
conquering of it your new life's busi -. 
ness. Determine to do nothing which 


will hinder you in your purpose to over- 
Some. patients may get the false 


come it. 
idea that it matters little what they do 
or neglect to do and think that these 
things will not influence the course of 
the discase. They are wrong. Itisa 


grim business, this fight against Hansen's 


Disease, but it is within your power to 
do something about it. .By taking it 
goodeneturedly, you will find that itis 
not altogether a bleak business and that 
it has its bright side.. Be cheerful; 
it will help you as well as others who 
may otherwise be discouraged. It will 
be a long struggle, this.business of 
getting well, but do not give it up. In- 
courage others who scom weak and ready 
to give in. Do not be a “gloom” but a 
good fellow, and you will find your re- 
ward in more rapid improvement. 


Scientists find thet cheerful people 
resist disease better than glum ones: 
"The surly bird catches the germ." 
New Haven Register. 


SURPRISE 


According to infomation received from 
James Corneilus a certain local group, 
within the next few days, will get a 
“grand” surprise. 

Read not to contradict and confute, 
nor to believe and take for granted, 
nor to find talk and discourse, but 
to weigh and consider. 
Bacon. 
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NEWS FROM THE M.O.C.'S DESK 
SURGEON GENERAL VISITS CARVILLE 


On July 21 Surgeon Gemeral Thomas 
Parran made a hurried and unexpected 
visit of inspection to the U.S.M rine 
Hospital at Carville. He arrived 
about 12:30 P.M. having tolephoned the 
station upon leaving New Orleans. In 
Spite of there being no special prep- 
‘arations for his reception, Dr. Parran 
scemed well pleased with the conditions 
he found at the National Leprosariun. 
He Wes,taken on a hurried tour through- 

out the colony by the Medical Officer 
in Charge and other members of the 
Medical Staff. He is keenly interested 
in the welfare of the patients and any 
advance made in the scientific research 
on the diseasc. 
P,A.Surgeon C.McGill of the U.S.Pub- 
lic Health Service accompanicd the 
Surgeon General on his visit to Car - 
ville. 


MEDICAL VISITORS 


July can be considered the month of 
Medical visitors nt Carville. The 
officers of the Army and Navy Medical 
Corps are anxious to learn «bout lep- 
rosy before being detailed for duty 
in the Tropics. During the month 
three groups of Army Medical Officers 
and nurses from Camp Claiborne visited 
the institution. They came at weekly 
intervals, a bus loud of 33 in cach 
group. There were cight officer visi- 
tors from the Medical Corp of the Navy 
who camc in two groups. They were Lt. 
Com. J.P.Long, Lt. R.M.Street, 
Lt. W.L.Walden, Lt. P.McMillan, Lt.J.G. 
Menville, Lt. J. Feirstand, Lt. G,. 
Ransey, end Lt. R. George. 

Dr. F.Henderson of the Now Orleans 
Board of Health was another visitor to 
the hospital during the month. 


Dr. San H. Black, who was resident 
Bacteriologist here for eight years 
(1933-1941) is now in the United States 
Nevy with the rank of Lt. Commander, 


Bomb the bums with bonds, Buy today! 


ADVANCE IN STR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 


j 
| 
Effective with the publication of this | 
issue, the subscription price of The 7 
Will be $1.00 per ycar, This advance in 
price will not apply to patients who may 
still have the paper for 50¢ © year. H 
All subscriptions which have been re= 


old rate of 50¢ a year will continue unti 
expiration. 

Twelve members of the Star Staff mecet- 
ing in a recent business session decided 
on the advance in the subscription price. 
At the present writing the Governnent, 
recognizing the value of our paper as an 
Occupational Therapy activity, furnishes 
most of the material for its publication, 
however we are now buying some cf our 
paper and may have to increase our future 
purchases, 

The primary purpese of our publication 
is to disseminate knowledge to the pube 
lic on Hansen's Discase and with this in 
mind we mail out scores of complimontary 
ecpies each month to every state in the 
inion, Our mailing list is constantly 
erowing and our operating expense is de= 
rived solely from the money which we re= 
ceive for subscriptions, 

‘ We will, of course, continue to dis- 
tribute free copies to the reception. 
rooms in all patients* quarters and the 
infirmary building, 

No member of the Star Staff reccives 


cept that satisfactory inner feeling 
which comes of worthwhile service to ondés 
fellows, 


new their own subscriptions but to send 
in one for a friend, 


DOCTOR ADVISES MODERsTION FOR SUMMER 
HEALTH 


advice offered by Dr. William H. Robins 
prominent New Orleans physician, in an 


"Avoid eating excessive quantities of 


ter will help. Cool and light foods are 
of assistance, A mideday rest period of 


the physician,” 
“Mhef Clayton and Co. please note. 
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ceived prior to this announcement, at in| 


any compensation for his or her work, ex-);: 


Wo urge our subscribers not only to re=- 


Moderation in almost everything was the: 


meats and heavy foods, Plenty of cool wa= 


approximately an hour was recommended by 


PROTESTANT CHURCH NOTES 


: Chaplain and Mrs, Clifton E, Rash will . 
be on vacation leave from august 3 until 
September 1, They drove to Chicago. 
While away Chaplain Rash will speak in 
several cities as a representative of the 
american Mission, He will speak on the 
*"Christianity in Action" program over 
radio station WAIT in Chicago. 
On August 9 he will speak at the Gospel 
Tabernacle, Westmont, Ill. Rev, Rash re- 
' signed from this Church to come to Car= 
ville last Decomber, August 16 he will 
speak at the First Federated Church, Des 
Moines, Iowa and at the Gaspel Temple in 
| the same city, August 23 in Battle Creek 
| Iowa at the Free Evangelical Church where 
‘his son Wayne Rash is pastor and .iugust 
30 in the First Christian Church of Salina 
| In these various citics Rev,and 
| Mrs. Rash will, also, visit friends and 
, relatives, 
; During the absence of the Chaplain the 
' pulpit of the Union Protestant Chapel 
will be occupied by ninisters from Baton 
Rouge under the Committee on Cooperation 
of the Baton Rouge Ministcrial Associa- 
‘tion directed by Rev, Glenn Hutton, pastor 
| of the Baton Rouge Christian Church, Ser- 
; vices will be at the usual hour of 9:30 
“ every Sunday morning. 
There will be no mid-week prayer meet= 
- ings during the month of August, 
“Vee 


CATHOLIC CHAPEL 
Father Abbott Paul 


al 
‘ 


Services on Sundays: during sumnor. 
: Holy Mass at 5:30 A.M. 


:! Holy Mass followed by Benediction at 8A.M. 


Tucsdays at 2:20 P.M. 
,: Novena in Honor of our Lady of the Mir- 
{ aculous Medal for the spiritual and ten- 
' poral welfare of the paticnts, combined 
with a prayer for the United States and 
all its Ruling Powers. 


| First Friday of cach month 


article published in the New Orleans PreS® 5.30 A.M 


T Cormunion for the Members of 
the Sacred Heart League. Holy Cormunion 


is brought to those confined to bed or 
who are otherwise uncble to attend 
Church, 

2 to 3 P.M. Holy Hour followed by Benc- 
diction of the Blessed Sacranent. 

Holy Mass is said daily at 5:30 A.M. 


d 
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COMPULSORY SEGREGATION . 4. 

Some noted leprologists have openly 
condemned the system of compulsory seg- 
regation for victims of Hansen's Dis- 
ease, pointing out both the inhumanity 
of such a method and its impracticabil- 
ity, for at best only a small fraction 


of the total number of patients are 
isolated, even under the most rigid 
systems. 


Our present isolation laws 

traced back to the Micdle Ages, when 
the patient was considered “unclean”, 
and must be banished forever from the 
society of the well, even from his 
friends and relatives. To all practi- 
cel purposes, he was considered dead 
and his property was divided up among 
his heirs. In those times the patient 
was isolated, not to be treated and 
meade whole again, but to be ostracized 
from human society, that he may never 
again have c ontact with the "clean". 
_ Today we all regerd such c method as 
extremely cruel, and look upon it as a 
result of the ignorance and superstit- 
ion of the age in which it occurred. 
The treatment of the paticnt with Han- 
sen's Disease today is uw fur ery fron 
what it wes then. 

But even 80, we are still influenced 
end handicapped by the traditions and 
Superstitions which still cling to the 
public mind concerning our discase,. 
These superstitions are kept alive by 
sensational writers who are more enger 
to sprend fantastic tales of horror 
and collect neat sums therefor than to 
disseminate knowledge. ThesSe unscrup- 
ulous writers do untold harm to both 
the public and the patient, and make 
Yational and humene treatment well- 
nigh impossible. 

The present system of isolation, 
though greatly modificd, still presents 
an unpleasant picture, and in many of 
its aspects is still cruel. The pat- 
jent,once entering the hospital, is to 
ail practical purposes,there for life, 
4or thet is actually what compulsory 
Segregation means to the average pat- 
tient. If, after a number of ycers he 
becemes dissatisfied with hospital con- 
fimement(and who doesn'’t?)and absconds, 


can be 


EDITORIAL 


By Elton Record 


he is regarded as a fugitive from jus- 
tice. Though he is not tracked down in 
the way that a criminal is, he is still 
subject to apprehension,and if finally 
reported and returned to the hospital, 
e board of medicul officers convenes 
and find@ the patient guilty of abscad- 
ing. His sentence is isolation somo- 
what more strict than thet given the 
other patients, and lasts a minimun of 
thirty days, depending upon the number 
of tines he absconds. 

To our minds, this is oll inhuman and 
unnecessary, and does nothing to pro- 
mote the cause of health. No system is 
going to work without the full co-opor- 
ation of the patient, no matter how 
scientific it may look in print, or 
how many statistics may be brought 
forth. Patients will never accept con- 
pulsory segregation without feeling 
like criminals. Not only does it keep 
out noany patients who should come to 
the hospital, but it creates dishar- 
mony and makes the administration of 
the hospital much more difficult. It 
may be truc, that to one going through 
the hospital, there may seem to be a 
general fecling of content, and pat- 
ients are cheerful. This is true. Most 
patients are cheerful, and remarkably 
co-operative. But there is behind it 
all a fecling of resentment, and quite 
often it takes the form of actual an- 
tagonism ained at our local adnini- 
stretion, who may or may not be guilty 
of overything laid at their door. But 
the results are the same in any event. 

A change in the policy of isolation 
not only will favorably affect local 
conditions, but what is vastly more in- 
portant, it will bring about a funda- 
mental change in the entire outlook of 
the diseuse in our country. What is 
needed more than anything else is en- 
lightennent. The disease is so shroud- 
ed in mystery and superstition that ay 
systen will fail of its mission. The 
very fact that patients ere forcibly 
isolated creates in the public mind 
the idea that Hansen's Disease is ex- 
tremely contagious, and the very men- 
tion of the nae “leprosy” is surfic- 
(Continued next page} 
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COMPULSORY SEGREGATION (Continued) 


ient to create a panic. To allow this 
conditicn to remain is not only un- 


Scientific end inhumane, but makes the | 


control of the disease very difficult 
if not impossible. 

If we should ratiowally attempt to 
discover why the compulsory system is 
Still maintained, we could only find 
that it hes always been done before. 
It's the custom, the tradition. No one 
would want to break with the past. The 
idea is too revolutionary. But for 
this failure to deal with the leprosy 
problem in the light-of modern know- 
ledge, we all pay a tremendous price. 
The one most concerned, the patient, 
must feel forever branded--not so much 
by the marks on his body as by the 
scars on his soul. The Governnent 
spends millions of dollars to isolate 
less than one fifth of the patients in 
this country, and the public has a 
false sense of protection. 

Compulsory segregation was institut- 
ed in ancient times not because of med- 
icel knowledge or theories, but because 
of religious superstition, since the 
patient was supposed to have the curse 
of the Almighty upon hin, and was 
thenceforth made to dwell “without the 
camp", Diagnosis was not by the phy- 
Siciens, but by the ecclesiastical 
authorities. Many skin affections, un- 
doubtedly contagious, were all clessed 
in the category of “lepresy", and con- 
Sidered "unclean", But tecause the 
term “leprosy" survived, and our own 
particular kind of ailment has the namo, 
we suffer the consequences. : 

The conditions under which Hansen's 
Disease is considered likely to be con- 
municated are sufficiently well known 
te form the basis of a humane and ra- 
tional system of treatment, and also 
through public education an effort 
should be made to remove the unwarrant- 
ed and unreasoning fear regarding its 
infectivity. In view of modern know- 
ledge, it seems aliuost unnecessary to 
repeat that of all contagious diseases 
Hansen's is the most difficult to 
transit. 


Hospitalization will always be nec-_ 


essary, at least in the majority of 
cases; but for the able-bodied and fi- 
mancially indspendent home treatnent 


- discouraging, 
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with rational precaution for other 
members of the family, especially the 
children, would be the ideal solution. 
Hardly enyone with our disease would 
object to hospitalization for a few 
years, but when it stretches out over 
a life-timo, no matter how modern the 
institution or up-to-date tho facili- 
ties, there will be dissatisfaction. 
Life becomes dull and boresome, seven 
particularly to those 
who remain on the verge. of a discharge 
for years, but who must wait, wait,for 
that twelfth test. Perhaps they reach 
ten or eleven, then fail on the last. 
This is disheartening, especially since 
many may receive the twelfth negative 
test merely as a matter of luck rather 
than as proof that they are free from 
the organism. It is «1 moot question 


- any Way whether anyone is ever entire- 


ly free from the organism. 

We dare say,if the restrictions wore 
removed, there would be fewer than five 
per cent. of the patients who would 
leave, and these would be from cmong 
the able-bodied, or those with means 
to care for themselves outside. ‘The 
fear that there would be a mad rush 
for freedom is without foundation. On 
the other hand, many would voluntarily 


“ come who are today remaining away be- 


cause of the fear of life imprisonment. 
The psychological cffect of remaining 
voluntarily in the hospital, rather 
than through force,would be tremendous. 
The patient's morale, his self-respect, 
his whole mental attitude would tbe 
vastly improved. This undoubtedly 
would be reflected in a better physi- 
cal condition. 

May we hope that our feeble voice 
raised agninst what we consider ser- 
ious wrongs will somewhere find 4 sym- 
pathetic ear, and that those who come 
after us may live to enjoy a life free 
from the fears, superstitions and in- 
humanities of this age. 


coe 


When you get into a tight place and 
everything goes against you, till it 
seems as though you could not hold on 
a minute longer, never give up then, 
for that is just the place and the time 
that the tide will turn. 


---Hurriet Beecher Stowe, 


| 
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|winkle Iwinkle 
Little Star 


Through the courtesy of Dr. G.H.Faget 
we have been furnished the following item 
which appeared in the Jannary 1942 monthl 

medical journal “Leprosy in India”. Our 
editorial staff was greatly pleased by 
this recognition by a distinguished medi- 
cal publication from this far distant 
country. 


REVIEW 
"The Star--Under the above title we have 
received a cyclostyled copy of a journal 
produced by the patients of the Federal 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana, U.S.A. 
The journal is written an popular style b 
various patients and mentions various as- 
pects of work in Carville. Thore are 
social and educetional activities, sports 
end recreation, current topics, vopular 
scicnee and so on, ell mentioned and dis- 
cussed. There are even jokes about lep- 
rosy made by the patients. This is a 
lively and interesting little journal pro 
duced in circumstances which must be 
unique. It shows that tho patients who 
produce it maintsin a real intercst in 
life in spite of their great handicups." 
July 13,1942 
I have been reading with interest the 
copies of The Star which you h:ve sent 
me. , You and your steff are doing a 
grand job snd I hope you kvep it up. 
The one day I spent at Carville 1ade mo 
-. convert to the camprign of all of you 
to teach people something about Nansen's 
Disease. I've been telking about it evor 
Since and will continue to co sc. I heave 
great admiration for the courage nd 
spirit cf all of you. With best wishes, 
Stephen J,McDonough,Scicnce Editor, 
Associated Press, Washington,D.C. 
The Star has always been gcod but the 
July issue scems exceptionally fine. My 
copies make the rounds, when I gct them 
back, for I save then, they're pretty 
well read. 
Mrs. 


L.L. (Steve) McCormick 


REPRINTS AND REVIEWS FROM CURRENT 


PERIODICALS 


The following book revicw of WHO WALK 
ALONE by Perry Burgess apperred in a 
recent issue of Hygeia, the Hoalth Mag- 
azino of the Ancric:n Medical Associa’ «5 
tion. 

“Tho attitude of man toward leprosy 
has changed greatly since medical sci- 
enee has doveloped more and more infor- 
mation ccneerning the disease. In Bib- 
lical duys the victim of leprosy caused 
horror and fright. Today, the victin 
of leprosy arouses in the minds of 
those who know about the disease only 
truc sympathy. For fifteen years Perry 
Burgess has worked in behalf of men, 
Woricn and children with leprosy. There 
are scone under 1000 victims of leprosy 
in the United States, uany in leprosar- 
ius maintained by the governuent.About 
370 petients live at all tines in the 
great leprosariun in Carville. 

"Leprosy is surrounded with sc much 
superstition and legend that few poople 
even want to read abcut it. However, 
anyone who picks up the story of Ned 
Langford as told by Perry Burgess will 
read the book to the end anc will be 
left with deep sympnthy and with a de- 
sire to do everything that con be done 
to «id those who are unfortunato cnough 
to have been afflicted with this dis -«- 
ease." 

Editor's note: This is a splendid re- 
view but it is tc be regretted that 
even publications of the influentisl 
Aaerican Medical Association should 
give nisinforiation on Levrosy. Note 
the statentnt: “There are some under 
1000 victims of leprosy in the United 
States, wany in leprosariwas meintained 
by the govermicnt." This is misleading 
because it implics that there are cther 
loprosarie in the United States besides 
tho one at Carville, which we know ig 
untrue. There are no accurate figures 
on the nunber of cuses in thés country, 
as diugnosis requires special cxsmina- 
tion by a skilled bacteriologiet. 
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Carville has its characters both male 
and female and I have decided to tell 
you ebout a few of our female characters 
Some of them could be spcken of in the 
past tense ond some in the present. It's 
all in fun -- no offense intended. Of 
course, if you think you recognize your- 
self waybe you are still wrong, Think it 
over! 

We have short anc tell, fat end thin, 
blonde and brunette even as you, Of all 
these types the new ¢irl is always’ the 
most interesting, the others are like 
am. old pair of shoos, you like them be= 
cause you know them so well. Her first 
appearance in the dining room is a real 
event, as much as Carville likes its 
food it is forgotten while all eyes are 

strained and all necs cranned in her 
direction. “Oh boy, she's built like 
the Boulder Dam.” “Wonder if she’s mar- 
ried.” In short order she is placcd in 
her proper category. 

There is the young lady much too anxe 
ious to tell you how much salary her 
husband makes and she never had to clean 
her v¥ym room before and carrying a tray 
is below hor dignity. Next you see her 
sitting on the reading "True Ro= 
mances* and you wonder where the dignity 
in that cones in, 

Now Minnie the Moocher is really sone-~ 
thing. She's that girl that is ever and 
eternally borrowing something or cther 
for just this afternoon and two weeks 
later when yeu are in desperate need of 
it you have to hunt her up and ask for 
its roturn. 

Then there is the type that can't see 


why you are wasting your time studying 
piano, listening to concerts, ctc, when 
Bob Hope is on the air waves tonight and 
nothing could be better than that, 

The nicest kind are those that can see 
no real reason for your efforts at a P 
higher education = where are you going to 
ever use it. You know plenty to be able - 
to secure employniecnt when you are dis-= 
charged anyhow, (Maybe so in the 5 and 
10¢ stores.) 

Sally plump is thet lovely young thing 
always suffering from “gaposis" and ask= 
ing you why you don't do something to 
reduce, In the next breath she is telling 
of a wonderful new recipe she has 
found calling for at least 16 pods of 
garlic for spice. .Your™tummy™ tells 
you to let her keep her culinary achieve- 
ments a close secret. ; 

The masculine type is unusual but dog= 
gone it you kind of like her nerve, She 
adresses like a man, walks, talks, swears 
and smokes like a man and yet somehow 
renains a lady. Sne's a lot better than 
this trailing negligee type, hates men 
but on the least prcvocation dons 4 neg= 
ligee and sits on the veranda to be ade 
mired by all passersby. 

Let*s not fail to take notice of those 
in our midst that really are here only 
because they like the climate and not : 
because they are positive cases, Folks 
flock to leave them alone, 

Oh well, it takes all kinds of people 
to make up a community even gals like 
me that think up foolishness like this 
to amuse you, 
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About 7 miles from this hospital lies 


The loquacious lady visitor w:.s detcr- 
mined to start a conversation with a 
patient who was sitting on the p@rch whon 
she passed, 

"T notice! she said, “that all of your 
walks nre screoned, arc the mosquitoes 
very bad here?" 

"Ledy", observed the pvationt, «a certain 


the little village of Su@ghine, Louisiana,| individual who knows all the answers, 


It is a very old settlement and delving 
into Louisiana history we fine that it 
received its name “Sunshine” almost 50 
years ago. Previous to 1894 it was called 
‘believe it or not, “Forlorn Hope". 

How the change from one extreme to the 
other was brought about is both interest- 
ing and amusing. % seems that when the 
residents of Forlorn Hope heard that a 

State Leprosarium was to be established 
near by they figured that since all of 
Sheir number were hale and hearty that ” 
they weren't so bad off after all and so 
counting their blessings the city fathers 
(both of them) got together and decreed 
the present “sweetness and light" cogno- 
men. 

In 1894 the postoffice address of this 
hospital was Island, Louisiana and the 
old plantation on which the hospital was 
ostablished was known as Indian Camo. 
Today we go under the name of Carville, 
Louisiana because our postoffice is at 
Carville, a little settlement about 3 
miles down the roed bearing the name of 
the country squire who is tiie postmaster 
end owns and operates the general store, 

Veco 
Music Heth Charms 

Not only, as the old saying gocs, to 
soothc the savage bexst but, also, to 
temporutily detain no less 2 personage 
‘than the Surgeon General of the Unitod 

' States, It happened on Dr. Parran's 

‘“Yecent visit to this hospital while he 

Was being conducted on e tour of the now 
buildings that the pxrty coproached the 
Wasic Room in House 14 herrd the sounds 
of pieno music. One of tho boys was 
playing softly the appealing sedsubert's 
Serenadg. The S.G. stopped and listened 
for several minutes while the paticnt 
Continued playing totally unawnre of his 
distinguish:d nudience, 


“did you ever hear of a good mosquito ?" 


Ve 

Grace is bantci weight of cbout 907. 
She's witty and lots of fun. The other 
day she Was wearing a tendnge on one 
finger and when «sked how come quickly 
retorted: 

“T hit a fellow with that land. He's 
in the cemetery and this is all the 
injury I sufferod." 

Grace Was asked no more questions, 

That's Gratitude 
Worried petient: Doctor, do you think 
there is any danger in taking this new 
trentucnt? 
Doctor: My good man, considering the 
fact that we are cxperimenting on you 
free of charge, your idle curiosity is 
very bead. 

Ve 

That's How We Herd It 

Shortages, priorities ond ceilings arc 
the topics of the day. Starch, for our 
local laundry, is cvidently not on the 
list. 

Bee laid out his fresh clothes on the 
bed prior to : bath. He noticed that 
the trousers were more stiffly starchcd 
than usunl, 

When he returned to his room he almost 
"hit the cciling" for, gto his :muzemcnt 
the trousers Were stunding in the middle 
of the floor. 

Well that's his story} 

THE BARE F.CTS 

"Oh, what will I do if Dr. Hops csks 
me to show him my “aren of cxemaption"? 
inquired the new patient. 

"Just grin and bear, it deoxric,"” rejoined 
the hurd boiléd old timer, 
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ADVENTURES IN CONTENTMENT 


Several yoars ago Sister Catherine 


sponsored an essay contest anong the 


tients. The subject chosen was CONTENT~ 
MENT. There was much interest and 
many entries were submitted, In cone 
menting on the essays the judges said, 
"These essays are intensely interesting, 
The large number of entries, as well as 
their quality, points to the challenging 
spirit which must reign at Carville.They 
have experionced, not merely read from 
books.” 

_ Further, it was said the judges found. 
thoughts so strikingly true and so well 
expressed that’ they could not but wish 


‘to share them with others, These essays 


have not heretofore been published and 
THE STAR will present some of them from 
time to time, 
CONTENTMENT 
By 
Leonor Herrera 


My opinion is that to be contentcd one 
has to be kind to others, The hapviest 
moments in my life have been every tine 
I had the opportunity to lend a little 
service to others. I felt contented 
after doing an act of kindness and with 
joy I accepted the wordvof THANKS, I 
was contented and cave contentment to 
someone else, And I telieve kindness to 
be contagious, for every time someone 
is kind to me I feel very kind toward 
others, 


By 
The late Mrs, Maude Thomas 


You have heard the story of the king 
who sent his couriers out to find a cone 
tented man, and when found, to ¢et his 
shirt and bring it to the king, that he 


might wear it and himself become content, 


The man was found, singing upon a rock 
beside the road-=-but when asked for his 
shirt, exclaimed thet he had none 
Contentment is not in material things, 
it is found inlong hours of quietness 


spent in the presence of God, in the giv- created, . 


ing of the cup of cold water, in listen- 
ing for the hush of the early morning 
hours, and to KNOW that All Things Work 
Together for Good, 


(continued next column) 


THE STAR 


August 1942 


TENNIS 


The first game of tennis played here : 
was way back in 1921 end the first play- ~ 
ers were considered daring pioneers, 
According to old timers, crowds of pa- 
tients gathered round, and booed and raz= 
zed the players with "Hit it over, Gertio! 
and “strike hard, dearie", However 
a few months later those who came to 
jeer remained to cheer, and tennis be- 
came a popular pastime here, 

When the writer came to Carville in 
1931 he was surprised to find that a 
group of tennis enthusiasts climbed out 
of comfortable beds at 5:30 A.M, several 
times a week and made their way to the 
tennis court, weilding wicked racquets 
for an hour or more before treakfast, 

The fomenine portion of this contin-= 
gent usually appeared in the “love sets" 
attired in what was ot that time quite 
the mode, gaily colored pajamas, this was 
B.S., “Before Slacks", 

Tennis tournaments were held several 

times a year and friendly rivalry, for 
the handsome trophies awarded, was keen 
both among players and the crowds that 
gathered to applaud their favorites, 
How times have changed? It is doubtful 
that even the presence of Hedy Lamarr 
would arouse some of our local athletes 
to get up at the first crack of dawn. 

When the new buildings were erected it 
was necessary to cemclish the old tennis 
court and up to now it has not been ree 
placed, 

We understand that tennis will again ‘ga 
cone into its own in Carville as plans 9 
for a new ccurt, probatly under the Oaks, 
are now under way. 

Contentnent (continued) 

It is not gained by striving, but by 
being still, and let the small voice of 
God talk to you in the rustling of the 
leaves, or in the beauty of the sunsets, 

The mind and heart that is contented scer 
good in all things, a purpose in every 

blade of grass, in every song of the birc .- 
there is no disorganization in the mind ‘ 
of God-= nor in'anything that He has : 


"Be not afraid for I am with thee al- 
ways." What a cloud of discontent that 


removes, for only when we can realize 
that we are not alone, but are being let 
daily, ty that loving and kind ee 
then we are most nth hs 
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PERSOMNEL 
BERSONALS 


Mrs. Russell Tice was hostess at one of 
the most dclightful parties of the month 
When she entertained with a supper bridge 
honoring Mr, and Mrs, S.H.Butlcr. Prizes 
were won by Dr. Faget and Mrs, Bonnic 
Engler. 

ee o-V. enV. 

Mrs, Stewart Butler was the honoree at 
& luncheon=-bridge with Mrs. G.H.Faget as 
hostess, Additional gucsts for luncheon 
included Mrs. LaNasa, who was visiting 
her deughter Mrs. C.G.Ecclos, Mrs. C. E. 
Rash, and Miss Plaisance. The honoree was 
presented with lovely refreshment sct,. 


The lucky bridge playcrs were, Mrs, Poggc,| 
-Mrs, Babin and Mrs, Englcr, 


July 9 marked the second anniversary of 
the arrivel herg on the station of Dr, 

and Mrs, Faget and family. They were giv- 
en a surprise’ party that night by Mrs, 
Pogge with the members of the staff and 
their families as invited guests,The group 
arrived at the Fagct's quarters with all 


refreshments for the occasion, consisting } 


of cake, made by Mrs. Pogge, and fruit 
punch, A further surprise was in store 
for the Fagcts, however, for the next day 


, snother cake was sent thom by tho Sisters 


of Charity, to mark in a very special way 
this anniversary. 
j we enV 

Miss Elsie Faget wes hostess on July 
4 to the Delta Zeta Sorority of Louisiana 
State University. The group was invited 
to the station for an all day picnic. 
Many of the outdoor events had to be can-= 
celled due to rain but nevertheless the 
day was enjoyed by the gucsts,. Misses 
Jac gweline Prejean and Gloria Stanley 
who were home on vacation joined the group 
for the day, 

Vacationing during thse month at 
Ship Island were Mr, and Mrs, Stewart + 
Butler, Perry and Susan, ; 

7 

Miss Eynice Plaisance has resigned her 
position in the administrative office to 
accept, a position in Baton Rouge. 


visitor here, 


Misses Mary Browne and Marjorie Dill 
entertained the evening "corner® club 
recently. Tho winners were, Miss Browne, 
Dr. Faget and Mr, Tice, 

enV 
The ladies' Friday afternoon bridge club 
was entertained during the month by Mrs, 
Pogge and'by Lirs, F.A,Johansen, 

ees onVe enV 

Mechanical Engineer Jos, B. Amecl of 
the offico of the District. Engineer, 7th 
District, Dallas, Texas was a recent 


ee 
On Sunday evening, July 26, David 
Gleason Jr., and Mr, and Mrs, D.J.Gleason 
were invited to the residence of Dr. Re 
C. Pogeo, after a few games of ping-pong, 
only to find a group of friends who had 
assembled to honor David Glenson, Jr., 
prior to his departure for officers?® 
training at Fort bennimg, Ga. Delicious 
refreshments were served, 
Congratulations are in order to Mr, 
and Mrs, Charles liayhew, of Stanton, Va., 
because of the arrival of a fine little 
doughtor, Mary Hasseltine, on July 20. 
Mrs. Mayhew is tho. former Catherine 
Hasseltine, 
It was uoving day recently for Mr, and 
lirs, E, Gaspard, who have purchased the 
former home of \Iire Landry, located noxt 
to the property of Louis A, Carville, 
ee 
lirse T.J.Wilfred is visiting at the 
home of her parents, lir, and Mrs, H. Ce 
Roberts here on the station while her 
husband is on duty with the armed forces, 
Mrs, Charles Johnson is at home for 
the present with her parents, Mr, and 
Mrs, E.D. Stanley. 


INVEST YOUR SHARE IN FREEDOM--BUY BONDS © 
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